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Diane McFarlin &Jae Langston Williams at GLI Event

To kick off our quarterly series of interviews with  leaders in Sarasota and Manatee Counties, we begin with an interview 
with Diane McFarlin.  Ms. McFarlin is the Publisher of the Herald-Tribune Media Group and Chair of the GLI Steering Committee.  Learn more about her leadership journey, thoughts on grassroots leadership, and more!
 (read more on Pg 2..)
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GLI Community Milestones
[image: image3.jpg]




Grassroots Milestones 

    We are celebrating GLI Alumni Rebekah Brightbill (2007) and Euline Myrick, Sr. (2006) for major progress in their community projects! Read about how perserverance and patience from these two past Fellows has resulted in positive change in Sarasota and Manatee Counties. (read more on Pg 2 & 3..)


	April 01, 2008
GLI Spring 2008 News
Check out the latest on GLI and view upcoming events 

 (read more Pg 3..)


April 01, 2008
Fundraising Update
The Leading Donors & Partner for 2007-2008

Diane McFarlin

Lee Wetherington

The Community Foundation of Sarasota Co.

Dennis & Graci McGillicuddy

United Way of Sarasota County

Kallins, Little, Delgado & Opstal

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

Alex Young

Law Offices of David L. Goldman

Tom & Yvonne Tryon

Elliott Metcalfe

Dan & Nancy Bailey

Jay Crouse
 (read more Pg 4..)
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Strong Leadership with a Heart, Diane McFarlin
Q: What is your definition of a great leader?
A: A great leader is someone who sees a better way, and inspires others to see it.
Q:You are a great leader in the Sarasota community. How did you become a leader here in Sarasota? 
A: In some ways I was invited into community leadership by virtue of my role at the Herald-Tribune. When I became publisher, I inherited a responsibility to not only lead one of this community's largest institutions, but also make it a role model for community service. That is combined with a genuine passion for this community, what it has been and what it can become.
Q: What was your journey to leadership like?
A: It started in first grade when I was elected student council representative. That is when I began to perceive myself as a leader. It was later when I came to understand that true leadership involves a great deal more than winning elections. It involves integrity, compassion, energy and vision.
Q: Who are some leaders that you admire, whether local or international, alive or deceased?
A:In my own industry, I admire the late Katharine Graham for her leadership of the Washington Post Company at a time when women were expected to defer to their fathers or husbands, and Punch Sulzberger for his quiet certitude and for taking a courageous stand in publishing the Pentagon Papers. Outside of my industry, there are many leaders I admire for their own unique style of leadership, from JFK to Martin Luther King to Margaret Thatcher to Al Gore. All have them have flaws, of course, but have made significant marks on this world in one way or another.
Q: What message do you have for all leaders, both aspiring and established, underground and in the limelight?
A: Three things: 1) Follow your passion, 2) Always follow the Golden Rule, and 3) Listen.
Q: As Steering Committee Chair of GLI, you have made a tremendous statement regarding the potential of aspiring grassroots leaders to bring about positive change in our community. What initially attracted you to the Grassroots Leadership Initiative?
A: I wanted to help raise the visibility and effectiveness of people who have so much to contribute, but are not always heard. The Sarasota/Manatee community seemed in danger of becoming too elitist. Leadership was "circular," meaning the same people were talking to the same people all the time. We needed greater diversity and collaboration.
Grassroots Milestones

GLI Alumni Euline Myrick, Sr. (2006) is simultaneously celebrating a milestone in his community project as well as gearing up for a major meeting with public officials and leaders to prepare for the next phase of the Lime Lake Project. Euline's project, started in spring 2006, is to create the Lime Lake park/recreation area in North Sarasota. The land sought after as the park/recreation area location had been owned by the County and Booker Elementary School but was recently annexed to Euline’s group so building plans can proceed!

Euline is working hard and conscientiously on bringing together the neighborhood to begin conversation on how to make the vision of a safe, beautiful place for the diverse segments of their community to gather a reality. Euline has also recently enlisted the help of past GLI Mentor Catherine Clouse (2006) and GLI Fellow Cesar Gomez (2008) in including the neighborhood's Latin community in the planning process by providing English-to-Spanish translation at the upcoming meeting and planning bilingual outreach.

********

GLI Alumni Rebekah Brightbill (2007) is quoted in this article about the Crime Walk that happened through the Washington Park Neighborhood Association, the organization that GLI Alumni Rebekah Brightbill (2007) helped form as her community project: 

Washington Park to host anti-crime walk
By GRACE AGOSTIN gagostin@bradenton.com 
BRADENTON -- The Washington Park Neighborhood Association wants a safer community. JoAnn Spencer, president of the association, said she and residents no longer want a neighborhood that "is filled with gangs and drugs." That's why Washington Park and the Central Community Redevelopment Agency are hosting an anti-crime walk at 9 a.m. Saturday. "We decided we would do something about it," Spencer said. The march against crime, Spencer said, will be a start for the association that wants to raise awareness about the neighborhood's issues. "Little by little, we're trying to make it livable and be proud of our neighborhood," Spencer said. Washington Park is within U.S. 301 Boulevard and Ninth Street East and 13th Avenue West and Martin Luther King Avenue East. 

The Washington Park Neighborhood Association was formed last year with the help of the CCRA and consultant Dr. Willie Holley. "We knew they had a history of being concerned with what was happening in the community," said Rebekah Brightbill, community development specialist for CCRA. "We asked them if they were interested in coming forward to address what was going on in the neighborhood." Sherod Halliburton, executive director of the CCRA, said the consultant helped organize the group, put by-laws in place and set up an election for officers. Halliburton said the crime walk will be one of the association's first formal events since it was formed. "Their stand comes from the inside, and it's about the residents saying 'Hey, we're going to take back our community' ," Halliburton said. "And we support that 100 percent. We're trying to guide and support them through their infancy."
Spencer said crime has long been a concern in Ward 5, where Washington Park is located. Spencer said surveys completed by Ward 5 residents showed crime listed as their top concern. The survey was conducted by Councilman Harold Byrd and was reviewed at last week's community meeting. "That was one of the main topics at our community meeting," Spencer said. "We already knew it because we know it's an issue." Saturday's crime walk will begin at the Church of Christ at 201 10th Ave. E. and end at the Bradenton Police Department substation at 1013 Sixth St. E.
What's New with GLI:

The GLI Alumni Association is up and running! See the calendar page for meeting locations and specifics. To join the GLI Alumni Yahoo Group, visit this link: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gli_fellows2006/

GLI Events:
For locations and other details, please visit the calendar page.
· Saturday, April 5th - Alumni Association Network Connection 

· Tuesday, April 8th - Mentor Meeting 

· Saturday, April 12th - Citizenship Workshop 

· Wednesday, April 23rd - Community Planning Night 

· Saturday, May 3rd - Alumni Association Roundtable Discussion (Alumni & guests) 

· Saturday, May 10th - Communications & Networking Workshop 

· Tuesday, May 20th - Leadership Connection (Fellows) 

· Saturday, May 31st - 3rd Annual GLI Picnic! (GLI Network)
Fundraising Update

GLI Alumni and Steering Committee members have been making a special effort 
to meet our fundraising goals for the fiscal year with a letter-writing campaign 
and inviting members of their communities to invest in grassroots leadership. 

Special THANK YOU to everyone putting in time, energy and resources into supporting the fiscal health of GLI!

Ways to CONTRIBUTE to GLI:

Financial Contributions
        -By sending a check made out to "SCOPE" with "GLI" in the memo line to: 
          GLI, 1226 N. Tamiami Trail, Suite 202, Sarasota, FL 34236
          OR 
        -By calling Project Coordinator Stacey Laidlaw with your credit card information at: 941.365.8751

Catering Sponsorship for one of our many workshops,   
  networking sessions, and meetings. Simply check out our calendar 
  and get in touch with Project Assistant Julia Onnie-Hay to get details on 
  how many participants are expected at the event and what kind of 
  catering is needed.

Meeting Space host for one of our events. Check out the 2008 Fellow 
  Calendar to see which workshop dates we still needs Sarasota or 
  Manatee County locations for. GLI can provide our non-profit tax-
  exempt form and liability insurance by fax or e-mail to potential donors 
  of meeting space. 
· In-kind Donations

Volunteer time with GLI and Community Projects of GLI Alumni!  A wide 
  variety of opportunities exist. GLI is a community effort welcoming a 
  diversity of skills and interests!

Spread the word about GLI! Tell your family, neighbors, coworkers, friends and others who support the ability and integrity of emerging grassroots leaders to usher positive change in our Sarasota-Manatee community. Who knows - your neighbor may be in the 2009 GLI class of Fellows...your wife might serve as a GLI Mentor next year...your coworker may be in a position to make an outstanding contribution to program operations...your son might be the next GLI Intern...a member of your church may know of a great catering resource in Manatee County! Help connect us with YOUR community!     

Grassroots Leadership Initiative
1226 N. Tamiami Trail
Suite 202
Sarasota, FL 34236
941.365.8751
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